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Mass Schedule 

Saturday Vigil: 1700 

Sunday: 0900 

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri: 1200 

Contact Info 
  

Phone: 703-696-3535 

https://jbmhhmcc.com 

 

  Clergy and Pastoral Staff 

 

 Fr. Alan Irizarry 
Senior Priest 

alan.m.irizarry.mil@army.mil 

Fr. Marcin Bulinski 

Priest 
marcin.j.bulinski.mil@army.mil 

Fr. Philip Agber 

Priest 
philip.t.agber.mil@army.mil 

 Deacon Joseph “Joe” Pak 

Deacon 

deacon@jbmhhmcc.com 

Catholic Coordinator 
info@jbmhhmcc.com 

 Mr. Ivan Pierce 

Religious Education Coordinator 

cre@jbmhhmcc.com 

 

Confessions 
 

Saturdays 1600 or by appointment at 

alan.m.irizarry.mil@army.mil 

Who Are We? 
The St. Joseph Catholic Community is a Roman Catholic Community of Believers under the 

Archdiocese for the Military Services (AMS). Its jurisdiction is territorial on military installations and 

personal to its subjects (members) who are members of the military and their dependents. Same applies 

for DoD personnel who resides on military installations.  Retired military personnel are not subjects 

(members) of the AMS but are welcome to be part of our Catholic Community. They are highly regarded 

and are a vital part of our Catholic Community. We serve the pastoral and spiritual needs thru religious 

services and religious education and auxiliary programs. 

Sacraments 

Please email to Fr. Alan Irizarry if you have questions or need 

more information. 

Baptism 

   Celebrated by appointment only. Baptismal classes will be offered 

once baptism has been scheduled. 

Marriage 

   There are specific pre-marital requirements. Planning for 

marriage will require six months prior to address all requirements.  

OCIA and Adult Confirmation  

   Please contact Fr Irizarry for more information. 

Sacramental Records 

   Certificates of Sacraments received in a military installation, are 

available thru the AMS website:  

https://www.milarch.org/sacramental-records/ 
 

 

  

  

  

Pope’s January prayer intention:  
For Educators 

We pray that educators may be credible witnesses, teaching 

fraternity rather than competition and helping the youngest and 

most vulnerable above all. 

Announcements 
  

Mass Intentions 
 

For those who would like to have an intention for 

the Mass, either for a birthday, wedding 

anniversary, someone ill or hospitalized, diseased, 

traveling, etc., there is an intention book in the 

back of the chapel in which which you can write 

your intentions.  

 

New RSO NCOIC 

 
 

The St. Joseph Catholic Community welcomes 

SFC Sherrie Wooten to JBM-HH. We are 

delighted to have you, and we hope you will have 

a great assignment with us. 

 

Volunteers Needed 
 

This Sunday January 8th at 1400, the RSO will be 

taking down the Christmas decorations. We 

would love to have support from some willing 

chapel volunteers. Your support would be greatly 

appreciated. 
 

 

Women's Bible Study 
 

Women’s Bible Study is resuming its meetings. In 

the group, the ladies, pray, read the bible, have 

lectio divina, sing and share refreshments they 

bring. Join them every Monday morning from 

10AM to 11:30AM at Memorial Chapel in the 

“old choir” room.  Books are provided by the 

Chapel and are given to everyone when they join 

the group.  POC is Nancy Jackson, and her email 

is jacksonjn@verizon.net.  All women from the 

Chapel are welcome to join this non-

denominational group. 

Stewardship 
24 - 25 December 

                                ATTENDANCE          COLLECTION 

SATURDAY   192           $4,317.00 
SUNDAY    68              $740.00 
TOTALS               260           $5,057.00  
 

31 December – 01 January        

                                ATTENDANCE          COLLECTION 

 
SATURDAY  79            $892.00           
SUNDAY  59            $860.00               
TOTALS                        138            $1752.00  
 

God Bless you all for your Stewardship 
  

Mail-in Giving Instructions:  
Checks (no cash) can be mailed to the Funds Office. Make 
checks payable to: CTOF and write “Catholic” in the memo 
section. Mail checks to: 
  

Fund manager 

Memorial Chapel 

101 McNair Rd. Building 480 

 Fort Myer, VA 222  

 

 

On-Line Giving Instructions: 
1. Select Joint Base Myer-Henderson Hall 

2. Select JBM-HH- Catholic – RCKA 

3. Enter a mobile phone number 

4. Enter security code you received  

5. Enter Debit or Credit Card info 

6. Click Give 

7. Review summary (you can go back and  

make changes) 

https://jbmhhmcc.com/
mailto:alan.m.irizarry.mil@army.mil
mailto:marcin.j.bulinski.mil@army.mil
mailto:philip.t.agber.mil@army.mil
mailto:deacon@jbmhhmcc.com
mailto:info@jbmhhmcc.com
mailto:cre@jbmhhmcc.com


Our Parish Community: King Herod and the Wise 

Men—a Christmas Challenge 
 

 

The Christmas story is surely one of the greatest stories ever told. It chronicles a birth from which the 

world has recorded time as before or after. Moreover it is written in a way that has inflamed the romantic 

imagination for 2000 years. 

 

This hasn't always been for the good. 

 

Beyond spawning every kind of legend imaginable, the story of Christmas has, in the Christian 

imagination, too often taken on a centrality not accorded to it in the Gospels themselves. This is not 

surprising, given its richness. 

 

Inside its great narrative there are multiple mini-narratives, 

each of which comes laden with its own  archetypal symbols. 

One of these mini-narratives, rich in archetypal imagery, is the 

story King Herod and the wise men. 

 

We see this in the Gospel of Matthew when he tells us how 

various people reacted to the announcement of Jesus' birth. 

Matthew sets up a powerful archetypal contrast, blessing and 

curse, between the reaction of the wise men, who bring their 

gifts and place them at the feet of the new king, and King 

Herod, who tries to kill him. 

 

We are all familiar with this story , since it has been much 

celebrated in song, icon, and legend. Jesus is born inside of a religious tradition, Judaism, and his birth is 

announced to that faith-community in a manner that befits religion by supernatural revelation, namely, 

by the angels,. But those outside of that faith-tradition need another way to get to know of his birth, and 

so his birth is announced to them though nature, astrology, through the stars. The wise men see a special 

star appear in the sky and begin to follow it, not knowing exactly where or to what it will lead. 

 

While following the star, they meet King Herod, who has his own evil interest in the matter upon learning 

that a new king has supposedly been born. He asks the wise men to find the child and bring him back 

information so that he, too, can go and worship the newborn. 

 

The wise men follow the star, find the new king, and, upon seeing him, place their gifts at his feet. What 

happens to them afterwards? We have all kinds of apocryphal stories about their journey back home, but 

these, while interesting, are not helpful. We do not know what happened to them afterwards and that is 

exactly the point. 

 

Their slipping away into anonymity is a crucial part of their gift. The idea is that they now disappear 

because they can now disappear. They have placed their gifts at the feet of the young king and can now 

leave everything safely in his hands. His star has eclipsed theirs. Far from fighting for their former place, 

they now happily cede it to him. Like old Simeon, they can happily exit the stage singing: now, Lord, 

you can dismiss your servants! We can die! We're in safe hands! 

 

And Herod—how much to the contrary! The news that a new king has been born threatens him at his core 

since he is himself a king. The glory and light that will now shine upon the new king will no longer shine 

on him. So what is his reaction? Far from laying his resources at the feet of the new king, he sets out to 

kill him. 

 

Moreover, to ensure that the murderers find him, he kills all the male 

babies in the entire area. An entire book on anthropology might be written 

about this last line. Fish are not the only species that eats its young! But 

the real point is the contrast between the wise men and Herod: the former 

see new life as promise and bless it; the latter sees new life as threat and 

curses it. 

 

This is a rich story with a powerful challenge: what is my own reaction to new life, especially to life that 

threatens me, that will take away some of my own popularity, sunshine, and adulation? Can I, like the 

wise men, lay my gifts at the feet of the young and move towards anonymity and eventual death, content 

that the world is in good hands, even though those hands are not my hands? Or, like Herod, will I feel 

such a life as threat and try somehow to kill it, lest its star somehow diminish my own? 

 

To bless another person is to give away some of one's own life so that 

the other might be more resourced for his or her journey. Good parents 

do that for their children. Good teachers do that for their students, good 

mentors do that for their protégés, good pastors do that for their 

parishioners, good politicians do that for their countries, and good elders 

do that for the young. 

 

They give away some of their own lives to resource the other. The wise men did that for Jesus. 

 

How do we react when a young star's rising begins to eclipse our own light? 

 

Ron Rolheiser 

 


