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2nd Sunday of Advent 

THE CANDLE OF JOY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday Vigil: 1700 

Sunday: 0900 

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri: 1200 

Contact Info 
  

Phone: 703-696-3535 

https://jbmhhmcc.com 

 

  
Clergy and Pastoral Staff 

 

 Fr. Alan Irizarry 
Senior Priest 

alan.m.irizarry.mil@army.mil 

Fr. Marcin Bulinski 

Priest 
marcin.j.bulinski.mil@army.mil 

Fr. Philip Agber 

Priest 
philip.t.agber.mil@army.mil 

 Deacon Joseph “Joe” Pak 

Deacon 

deacon@jbmhhmcc.com 

Catholic Coordinator 
Vacant 

 Mr. Ivan Pierce 

Religious Education Coordinator 

cre@jbmhhmcc.com 

 

Confessions 
 

Saturdays 1600 or by appointment at 

alan.m.irizarry.mil@army.mil 

Who Are We 
The St. Joseph Catholic Community is a Roman Catholic Community of Believers under the 

Archdiocese for the Military Services (AMS). Its jurisdiction is territorial on military installations and 

personal to its subjects (members) who are members of the military and their dependents. Same applies 

for DoD personnel who resides on military installations.  Retired military personnel are not subjects 

(members) of the AMS but are welcome to be part of our Catholic Community. They are highly regarded 

and are a vital part of our Catholic Community. We serve the pastoral and spiritual needs thru religious 

services and religious education and auxiliary programs. 

Sacraments 

Please email to Fr. Alan Irizarry if you have questions or need 

more information. 

Baptism 

   Celebrated by appointment only. Baptismal classes will be offered 

once baptism has been scheduled. 

Marriage 

   There are specific pre-marital requirements. Planning for 

marriage will require six months prior to address all requirements.  

OCIA and Adult Confirmation  

   Please contact Fr Irizarry for more information. 

Sacramental Records 

   Certificates of Sacraments received in a military installation, are 

available thru the AMS website:  

https://www.milarch.org/sacramental-records/ 
 

 

  

  

Pope’s December prayer intention:  
Volunteer Not-for-Profit Organizations 

We pray that volunteer non-profit organizations committed 

to human development find people dedicated to the 

common good and ceaselessly seek out new paths to 

international cooperation. 

Announcements 
  

Mass with Archbishop Broglio 
On December 4th Archbishop Timothy Broglio 

will be celebrating the 0900 Mass followed by 

refreshments.  

 

Advent Penance Service 
 

We will be having our Advent Penance Service on 

December 6th at 1830. There will be guest priest 

available to hear your confessions. 
 

 

Women's Bible Study 
 

Women’s Bible Study is continuing with great 

success. In the group the ladies, pray, read the 

bible, have lectio divina, sing and share 

refreshments they bring. Join them every Monday 

morning from 10AM to 11:30AM at Memorial 

Chapel in the “old choir” room.  Books are 

provided by the Chapel and are given to everyone 

when they join the group.  POC is Nancy Jackson, 

and her email is jacksonjn@verizon.net.  All 

women from the Chapel are welcome to join this 

non-denominational group. 

 

Stewardship 
26-27 December        

                           ATTENDANCE          COLLECTION 

SATURDAY           75                 $1,266.20 
SUNDAY           74                    $800.00 
TOTALS                      149                 $2,066.20 
   

God Bless you all for your Stewardship 
  

Mail-in Giving: Checks (no cash) can be mailed to the Funds 
Office. Make checks payable to: CTOF and write “Catholic” 
in the memo section. Mail checks to: 
  

Fund manager 

Memorial Chapel 

101 McNair Rd. Building 480 

 Fort Myer, VA 222  

Towel and Blanket Drive 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our SJCC will be supporting the New Hope Horizons 

Arlington Shelter with donations of towels and blankets 

for the homeless. Please bring you donation items to the 

RSO on the weekend of Saturday 17 and Sunday 18. 

https://jbmhhmcc.com/
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Our Parish Community:     
Joy: A Sign of God 

 

 

   Once, as I was teaching a theology course to college students in their twenties, I made an 

offhand comment that the purpose of life is not to be happy. They were shocked. “What’s wrong 

with being happy?” they protested. “Nothing,” I said, “it’s simply not the purpose of life.” “But 

God wants us to be happy,” they insisted. Of course, God wants us to be happy, but that’s simply 

not what life is about. 

 

   Happiness is something that comes in the back door while we wait at the front door. If we go 

looking for happiness, we never find it, but if we forget about ourselves and seek to bring joy 

into the lives of others, then happiness seems to find us. It comes in the back doors of life. 

Curiously, that seems to be the dynamic of these Advent/Christmas days. We send cards, give 

gifts, think of making others happy, and overlook faults. In the process, there is a sense of joy 

that overtakes us without our realizing it.  

 

   The prophet Isaiah proclaimed that it is God who would crown them with everlasting joy; that 

they would meet with joy and gladness and sorrow and mourning would flee away (Isaiah  

35:10). Joy is God’s doing, not ours. 

 

   Leon Bloy, a French novelist in the nineteenth century, observed, “Joy is the most infallible 

sign of the presence of God.” God is love, and God is also joy. Joy is so much more than  

happiness. Rather it is an inner quality—peaceful, serene, and nurturing—even when life may 

be unsettled  

 To Reflect 
What brings you joy? 

Do something to bring joy to someone this week. 

  

Dear Padre, 
I struggle with depression, and sometimes it gets really 

bad during the holidays. When is it morally acceptable to 

use antidepressant medication? 
 

   You are not alone. People who struggle with depression often find the holidays especially 

difficult. To answer your question, it is morally acceptable to use antidepressant medications 

when a medical professional judges them to be the best response to the condition of the patient. 

As we learn more about the causes of depression and other disorders that challenge the sense of 

equilibrium in people, we hope that the most reliable responses may be found and employed to 

restore a sense of peace to those suffering from these ailments.  

 

   Evaluation and treatment of depression must be done within the context of a person’s whole 

life. Depression often involves a chemical imbalance in the brain, and some people respond quite 

well to antidepressants. For others, the best treatment might be counseling or psychotherapy. Or 

both medicine and therapy. As each experience of suffering is unique, so, too, must be the 

response. Frequently people will be embarrassed to admit to suffering with depression or 

consider it a sign of weakness or inability to deal with matters in life. Such thinking is of little 

help in resolving the issue. People who experience depression need the love and support of 

family and friends to accompany them in the suffering and to assist in their healing. 

 
From Life, Death, and Catholic Medical Choices: 50 Questions from the Pews, © 2011 Liguori Publications 

 
 

 


