
PASTORAL ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING (PAC) 

Saint Joseph Catholic Community 

13 September 2022 

 

Members Present: 

Mitch Stevenson, Chair; Pat Trahan, Vice Chair; Fr Alan Irizarry, Senior Priest; Deacon Joe Pak;  Loretta 

Terminella, Scheduler; Ivan Pierce, CRE; Gene Tighe, Single Soldier Ministry; Mary Engoglia, Financial 

Advisor; Nancy Stevenson, Secretary and Pattie DeLoatche, Fellowship Chair; Tatiana Saburova, EMHC 

Sunday;  

Call to Order: 

The meeting was called to order at 6:08 PM by Mitch Stevenson, PAC Chair.   

Opening Remarks: 

 Mitch opened the meeting by asking Fr Alan to lead us in an opening prayer. 

Discussion Topics: 

          Mitch presented topics for discussion: 

1)  Upcoming Calendar events: 

a. Catechetical Sunday will be held on 18 September with a special Mass.  There will be a 

special blessing for the Catechists and the children signed up for CRE (CRE started on 11 

September). 

b. There will be a Ministry Sign-Up on 1 and 2 October.  Weather permitting there will be 

tables with sign-up sheets outside of the main entry doors after each Mass.   

c. The RSO dinner will be held on 22 October at Patton Hall at 6:30 PM. This dinner will be for 

the entire Fort Myer Chapel community and opened up to the whole installation, to include 

Henderson Hall.  Details and how to sign up will be published in the bulletin.  This event will 

be funded out of community Funds and executed by the RSOs.  The dinner will be first 

announced to the entire Fort Myer Chapel Faith community the weekend of 17/18 

September, then announced to the Installation the following weekend.  There will be a limit 

to the number of people who will be able to attend based on the size of the room where the 

event will be held, and so tickets will be distributed on a first come-first serve basis (i.e., 

according to those signing up first).  Pat suggested that a hard copy of the announcement 

and response form be made available to those who find navigating via a QR code/website 

challenging, which Father Alan agreed to do. 

d. The next AMS designated offering will be held on 5/6 November. 

   

2) Mitch asked Fr Alan if there were any updates concerning the chapel renovation.  Fr Alan said 

there was nothing new to report. 

3) Mitch went over the results of the survey from the past two weekends: 



a. About half the respondents suggested that a good spiritual activity would be periodically 

praying the Rosary. The PAC discussed this topic and decided that praying the Rosary on the 

first weekend of the month before both Masses (Saturday and Sunday) was doable and a 

good way to respond to this suggestion from the congregation.  When ready to begin doing 

this, we will need to announce it at both Masses, but first, we need to recruit volunteers to 

lead the Rosary each month (on a rotational basis).  It was decided that we would add this 

request for volunteers at the Ministry sign up on 1/2 October, and therefore, we will begin 

this spiritual activity the first weekend of November. 

b. The most requested activity was to begin to have periodic fellowship events (perhaps coffee 

and donuts after Sunday Mass, and maybe a dinner after Saturday evening Mass).  It was 

decided that we would combine the donuts and Potluck with Name Tag weekend.  Actions 

were assigned to begin the logistics for these fellowship events. 

c. There was also strong response to the question about community outreach events, and 

respondents provided many good ideas that we will be implementing once we identify a 

new Community Outreach Coordinator. 

d. We also received a number of good ideas, several of which we will implement immediately, 

such as moving the announcements to before Mass begins and to have a “Prayer Book” 

where the Faith Community can put in prayer intentions (Father welcomed the idea and 

proposed that this “Prayer Book” will be brought up with the gifts during Mass).  Two other 

suggestions that we will implement immediately are to have the Cantor announce who the 

celebrant is for each Mass, and that once each month the Celebrant recognize birthdays and 

anniversaries before the final Blessing.   

e. More detail as to the Survey Results can be found at the Appendix to these minutes. 

4) Father Alan proposed that we bring back Eucharistic Adoration with Confession.  There was 

much discussion as to the best way to do this, which will be continued at the next PAC meeting. 

5) Holy Water will be brought back at the entrances of the Chapel (to include the Blessed 

Sacrament Chapel).  Fr Kirk has already done a special blessing to enable this.  We should make 

known to the RSOs/Priests when these Holy Water fonts need to be replenished. 

6) Father Alan proposed having a dinner after Holy Day Masses on 1 November (All Saints Day) and 

8 December (Immaculate Conception).  After some discussion, we decided to table the 

discussion until the next PAC meeting. 

Reports:       

Finance Officer: Mary Engoglia 

         Mary was not able to report as she is still waiting for a meeting with Mr. Fitzgerald.  She and Mitch 

will endeavor to meet with Mr Fitzgerald next week as he will be leaving this position and it could be 

two months before this position will be filled.  Father Alan said that he may ask for an exception to 

policy for filling this slot with his senior RSO. 

Catholic Coordinator:  Vacant.  However, Mitch stated that he has figured out how to navigate the St. 

Joseph Catholic Community website and has begun posting bulletins and monitoring prayer requests 

and other communications from the congregation.  Additionally, we may have identified a volunteer 

from the community (via the survey) to take over as website administrator, until we hire a new Catholic 

Coordinator. 



 

           

Music Liturgy: Kim Hess 

          No report 

CRE: Ivan Pierce 

Ivan stated that he was happy to see the turnout for CCD this past weekend.  The numbers were 

low for K-3.  He believes that there is a transition from the Sunday Mass that many who have 

children in these grades have not registered yet. Ivan noted that there were 2 registered for the 

Confirmation class this year; Ivan also noted that the background checks are progressing better and 

should be completed soon. 

Lector Coordinator: Mitch Stevenson 

Mitch reported that there has been some discussion among the Lectors about the lack of 

consistency with bringing up the Book of Gospels.  Fr Alan said that the Lector should process up 

with the priest at the beginning of the Mass, unless not able to.    

EMHC Saturday and Sunday: Pat Trahan and Tatiana Saburova 

Pat and Tatiana stated that they are/have scheduled EMHCs for the next three months.  There will 

be a training/retraining for on 24 September.  Deacon Joe will do the training.  There was some 

discussion about where and how to distribute to people wishing to receive the Body on the tongue.  

That will be addressed at the training as well. 

Receiving under both species (the Body and Precious Blood) will begin sometime in October.  Both 

Pat and Tatiana will schedule more EMHCs to enable this. 

Single Soldier Outreach Ministry: Gene Tighe: 

Gene said there is no new outreach opportunity at this time.  Gene asked Father Alan for contact 

information for a chaplain he worked with in the past.  

Community Outreach: Vacant 

We hope to identify someone to fill this position via the Ministry sign-up on 1/2 October. 

Fellowship:  Pattie DeLoatche 

         Nothing to report, but a lot of activity/discussion within the committee! 

Altar Servers: John Oh 

         John was not able to make the meeting.  Mitch noted that John is doing a great job managing the 

Altar Servers and providing training through Deacon Joe.  We will continue to recruit more Altar servers. 

Ushers/Counters Larry Skummer  

          Nothing to report 



Scheduler: Loretta Terminella 

         Nothing to report 

Arimatheans: Neal Collins 

         Nothing to report 

Closing Prayer: 

Deacon Joe lead us is a closing prayer. 

Meeting adjourned: 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:29 PM.  Our next meeting (this will be an in-person meeting) will be on 

Tuesday 11 October 2022 at 6:00 PM at Memorial Chapel.  Mitch will send the calendar notice for this 

meeting.  Nancy will send out a reminder the week before the meeting, along with a draft agenda.  If 

PAC members are not able to attend the meeting, please send in a report to be recorded in the minutes. 

Nancy will be serving dinner, so come ready to eat before we work! 

 

                                                                                    Respectfully submitted by 

 

                                                                                    Nancy Stevenson, Secretary 

  



Catholic Community Survey Results 

1.  Question:  Do you have any spiritual activities (things such as a Before Mass rosary once/month) that 

you’d like to suggest we start doing?   

Total responses:  14 (2 responses said "no"; one said "we enjoy the service the way it is") 

Suggestions:  Rosary once/month (8) ... before Mass (or on 1st Friday) 

                         Adult bible study ... "not crazy about too much before/after Mass" 

2.  Question:  Do you think we should initiate “Fellowship” events after each Mass, or perhaps once per 

quarter, to foster getting-to-know each other?  If you have any specific recommendations (things such 

as a “nametag weekend combined with a potluck following Saturday night Mass or donuts and coffee 

after Sunday Mass), please write them in below. 

Total Responses:  22 (frequency ranged from monthly to every other month to quarterly) 

Suggestions:  Nametag weekend combined with potluck/donuts (every other month) 

                         Maybe once/quarter (2) ... not a potluck 

                         Snacks on Saturdays; donuts on Sundays (Sunday respondents overwhelmingly support) 

                         A meet and greet before would be nice occasionally, 30 minutes before start time 

                         Reinstate fellowship with donuts after Mass (came from a Saturday night attendee) 

3.  Question:  Do you have any suggestions for community outreach activities, such as a “sock 

campaign” for the poor, food drives, cookies for the troops, etc.? 

Total Responses:   25 

Suggestions:  Food drives (15), sock campaign (7), coats campaign (1), cookies for the troops (4 for/1 

against) 

                         XMAS giving tree, school supply drive, Men's shelter, Volunteer at Food bank 

                         Ask the unit chaplains ... one response was for baskets for Soldiers at XMAS/Thanksgiving 

                         Trinity Youth ministry 

4.  Question:  We used to have a guitar at the Saturday night Mass – would you be in favor of bringing 

that back? 

Total Responses:  (10 Yes (4 from Sunday respondents)/10 Nos [3 w/exclamation point]/1 maybe once 

or twice/month) ... "but not ICW the organ!" 

5.  Question:  If you would be interested in volunteering to be our Facebook page administrator and/or 

our website administrator, please provide your name and contact information.  We will train you up! 

Total Responses:  1 yes/1 maybe 



6.  Question:  Is there anything on your mind that we can do to improve our Catholic community 

worship experience? 

Total Responses:  12 

Suggestions:   Bring back get-togethers such as picnics & BBQs ... invite the troops  

                          Adoration Blessed Sacrament, First Fridays 

                          Move the announcements to the beginning of Mass 

                          Add a prayer book in which we can write our intentions 

                          Involve more youth as lectors & ushers 

                          When Emily welcomes everyone, can she include "Today's celebrant is Father _______"? 

                           Recognize visitors, birthdays, anniversaries 

                           Maybe an annual pilgrimage 

                           The music is wonderful, but we prefer older hymns 

                           Couples events 

                           Encourage Archbishop to assume pastoral jurisdiction of military retirees 

                           More publication of Daily Mass so attendance is better 

 

Recommendations 

 

1)  Rosary once/month, starting 30 minutes before Mass ... make it easily remembered (1st weekend?) 

2)  Put Bible Study info into the Bulletin 

3)  Fellowships once/quarter after both Masses ... pizza/chili on Saturdays/donuts on Sundays 

4)  Establish a Community Outreach committee to work food drives, etc.  Lots of good ideas given 

5)  No guitar Mass 

6)  Take offer for webmaster 

7)  Immediately implement highlighted actions above; consider the others for the future 

 

  



 

Catholic Community Survey 

Please take a moment before or after Mass to respond to the questions below and turn this sheet in to 

one of the ushers as you depart the Chapel.  No need to put your name on the survey, unless you would 

like.  Thank you – we value your input, and we appreciate your support in making our faith community  a 

spiritually active community serving our Lord and each other! 

 

1.  Do you have any spiritual activities (things such as a Before Mass rosary once/month) that you’d like 

to suggest we start doing?  We’d particularly like your ideas for the ongoing National Eucharistic Revival 

ongoing in the Church (such as perhaps an adoration). 

 

 

 

2.  Do you think we should initiate “Fellowship” events after each Mass, or perhaps once per quarter, to 

foster getting-to-know each other?  If you have any specific recommendations (things such as a 

“nametag weekend combined with a potluck following Saturday night Mass or donuts and coffee after 

Sunday Mass), please write them in below. 

 

 

 

3.  Do you have any suggestions for community outreach activities, such as a “sock campaign” for the 

poor, food drives, cookies for the troops, etc.? 

  

 

 

4.  We used to have a guitar at the Saturday night Mass – would you be in favor of bringing that back? 

 

 

 

5.  Is there anything on your mind that we can do to improve our Catholic community worship 

experience? 


